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"At Judgement Day

Tel! them, my child, you did not make his death.
I will not share it.   It is all mine."1

Even a layman may have philosophic stirrings. The tramp*s
vagabondage has led him to philosophic thinking. This is a
sign that he has ripened in his outlook. He is not a Mephisto-
phelian philosopher. But he believes in the place of evil in
the world and lives up to it. He has evolved that philosophy
through his life of sin. His theory of words is as profoundly
true as that of Browning or Eliot. His theory of evil, what-
ever it be, seems to be fairly innocuous. The interlude is
written with the purpose of expressing a metaphysical idea.
But the dramatic and theological points of the argument should
not be pressed too far as it is detrimental to a proper
perception of the situation and charcterisation. The Tramp
does not say : 'Evil, be thou my good', He says : "Evil be thou
my eviL" So, he is not a hypocrite. He is a frank sinner, full of
self-knowledge. There are three forms of evil presented in the
poem. The boy is physically blind, the mother is morally
blind out of hurt and thwarted pride and the father is spiritually
blind as he is up in arms against the world and its laws. He
even knows the value of good. But he persists in evil because
he is made that way. This is to be distinguished from the evil
which is secretive, as in lago. Evil is, of course, caught in its
own toils. The irony of circumstance is nothing less than the
will of God.

iii.    The Fool's Adventure

Once the problem of good and evil and of virtue and sin is
introducedy the scene is set for a systematic investigation of
the problem. If one commits sin, who is it that prompts one
to it? The principle of pre-destination or spiritual fatalism
is one solution to the problem, but it deprives mankind of
Initiative in action. The principle of absolute determinism has
therefore to be brushed aside. The problem has to be tackled
from a different angle. Since evil actions appear to be promp-
ted by am agent or a monger, as Abercrombie calls him (giving
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